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REVI.EW
A HISTORY OF ENGLISH PUBLIC HEALTH. By W. M. Frazer. Bailli6re,
Tindall and Cox. Pp. 498. Price 35s.
THIS is the first, large history of the development of the Public Health Services in England in
the nineteenth century. There have in the past been numerous small studies, mostly prepared
for lectures and several lighter general surveys of the subject, but until now no one has attempted
to present a proper co-ordinated study. The work involved must have been immense, and it is
fortunate indeed that Professor Frazer, whose experience and gifts render him so suitable a
person, has found time to make such a thorough study. It will be of immense value, not only to
students of public health, but to all social historians of the period.
Perhaps the only criticism which occurs to the reviewer is that the material selected for study
and the deductions drawn from it are so eminently conventional. Perhaps in an endeavour to
be fair in all respects the author has not allowed his own opinions to appear sufficiently often.
The reader will, for example, search in vain for clues -as to the reasons for the failure of the
existing public health services to survive unscathed the impact of the changes of the last twenty
years. Perhaps one clue can be read between the lines; how few names of medical officers of
health mentioned as contributors to new knowledge appear in the latter half of the book.
Such criticism, which is, after all, but opinion, cannot detract from the great merits of this
book-its accuracy, its collection of information never before assembled, and its pleasant, clear
presentation. A. C. S.
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